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ABOUT
Pier 42 is a new park space that opened in 
the summer of 2013. Paths to Pier 42 brings 
neighborhood residents, artists, designers and 
community organizations together to activate 
a new park space on the Lower East Side 
Waterfront with collaborative installations and 
public events. The project builds on neighborhood 
advocacy to create more accessible green, open 
space on the waterfront, by increasing access 
and creating public uses of Pier 42 while it awaits 
permanent transformation over the next several 
years.

Paths to Pier 42 is a project of Good Old Lower 
East Side, Hester Street Collaborative, Lower East 
Side Ecology Center, Lower Manhattan Cultural 
Council, and Two Bridges Neighborhood Council, 
in close partnership with the Lower East Side 
Waterfront Alliance, NY State Senator Daniel 
Squadron, and the NYC Department of Parks & 
Recreation.

PARTNER 
PROGRAMMING 
GOOD OLD LOWER EAST SIDE: SUMMERFEST

Good Old Lower East Side (GOLES) is a 
neighborhood housing and preservation 
organization that has served the Lower East Side 
since 1977.  Their primary and interrelated areas 
of concern are affordable housing, environmental 
justice, economic justice, and land use. GOLES 
strives to tackle these needs simultaneously 
through organizing, education, coalition-building, 
and direct service. More than 3000 people 
participate annually in over 100 programs and 
events, reaching 11,000 residents in total.

SUMMERFEST at Pier 42 will be an event to 
encourage youth to keep moving and bring families 
to our waterfront. There will be physical activities, 
games and healthy snack options available. 
Community leaders and organizations will share 
information on promoting wellness and utilizing 
public spaces. September 20, 1-6pm.
For more information please visit: goles.org

HESTER STREET COLLABORATIVE: EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMING AT PIER 42

Hester Street Collaborative’s (HSC) mission is to 
empower residents of underserved communities 
by providing them with the tools and resources 
necessary to have a direct impact on shaping their 
built environment. We do this through a hands-on 
approach that combines design, education, and 
advocacy. HSC seeks to create more equitable, 
sustainable, and vibrant neighborhoods where 
community voices lead the way in improving their 
environment and neglected public spaces.

GROUND UP: In 2014, as part of Hester Street 
Collaborative’s Ground Up design education 
program, two neighborhood schools, P.S. 134 and 
M.S. 131 have helped create installations at Pier 

BRINGS ART, DESIGN, AND EDUCATIONAL 
INSTALLATIONS CREATED IN COLLABORATION WITH 
NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS, AND A SERIES OF PUBLIC 
EVENTS TO THE LOWER EAST SIDE WATERFRONT

PAST - PRESENT
Between 2008-2009, the Lower East Side Waterfront 
Alliance (formerly O.U.R. Waterfront Coalition) 
engaged community members in the Lower East 
Side and Chinatown in order to develop a community 
vision for the East River waterfront and Pier 42, 
creating an alternate proposal to the New York City 
Economic Development Corporation (EDC)’s plan for 
redevelopment. Shortly afterward, the Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation allocated funding to the 
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks) to 
kick-start the process for converting Pier 42 into public 
parkland, including a new “community master planning” 
process.

Since the long-term master planning process will 
take several years, the Paths to Pier 42 partners are 
using art and design to catalyze and sustain public 
engagement around the renovation of Pier 42. 

FUTURE
Matthews Nielsen Landscape Architects, working with 
NYC Parks, has produced a unique design for the 
future waterfront park on Pier 42, with an emphasis 
on providing passive recreation space, soft barriers to 
storm surges, marine habitat, and ecological education 
opportunities. It will also include a playground, a 
concession/comfort station, picnic lawns and an 
improved bikeway. The master plan was approved 
by Community Board 3 and the NYC Public Design 
Commission last winter, and phase 1 of construction, 
including removal of the shed, may begin as early as 
2016.

Find out more at: WWW.PATHSTOPIER42.COM
Stay informed! Sign up for our mailing list at: 
WWW.PATHSTOPIER42.COM/CONTACT
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DRUMREEF 42
COMBO COLAB + STEREOTANK

THE PEOPLE’S POSTER PROJECT
SONIA LOUISE DAVIS

SOCIAL DRESS LES - MATERIAL MEMORIES
TAKASHI HORISAKI

NEAKA 
TATTFOO TAN

ON A FENCE 
CHAT TRAVIESO WITH YEJU CHOI

REST STOP 
INTERBORO PARTNERS

DO YOU REMEMBER THE 
BANANAS?  
NANNA DEBOIS BUHL

LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 
dlandstudio

ENTRY TUNNEL
LEROY STREET STUDIO (LSS)

SHADE CANOPY
LSS + HSC + M.S. 131

ART AND DESIGN 
INSTALLATIONS

SITE STRATEGY

42. Ground Up brings together architects, local 
artists, activists and teachers to engage public 
school students in a curriculum that introduces 
them to architecture, art, and design concepts 
through hands-on, site-based workshops. P.S. 
134’s students have studied native plants and 
cared for them in their own school garden to 
be transplanted to Pier 42. M.S. 131’s students 
designed a mural composed of more than 1,000 
individually painted flags that interpret river 
creatures and city life. 
For more information please visit: hesterstreet.org

LOWER EAST SIDE ECOLOGY CENTER: 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND 
STEWARDSHIP AT PIER 42 

The Lower East Side Ecology Center (LESEC) is 
a 25-year-old nonprofit organization offering 
community based recycling, education and 
stewardship programs. Located at the East 
River Park since 1998, LESEC has developed 
environmental and stewardship programs reflecting 
their location on the waterfront park at the 
bank of the estuary. LESEC is a member of the 
Community Board #3 Waterfront Subcommittee, 
and as a member of the Alliance, LESEC brings 
sustainable design ideas, engaging environmental 
programming and more awareness about the East 
River to the community. 

TREE STEWARDSHIP: In 2013, when Interboro Partners 
built Rest Stop, the Ecology Center’s interns, tasked 
with caring for local street trees, took on the 
additional role of making sure the trees at Pier 42 
made it through the harsh summer with watering 
and mulching.  In 2014, MillionTreesNYC has supplied 
trees destined for nearby parks and streets, and the 
Ecology Center interns will continue to make sure 
the trees stay watered.

FISHING CLINICS: For a second year, the Ecology 
Center brings free, public fishing clinics to Pier 42, 
which has long been a place where local people 
like to fish. Ecology Center Fishing clinics are an 
opportunity for the general public to learn to fish 
while learning about the Hudson River Estuary –
including Estuary health, flora and fauna, pollution 
sources and prevention, health risks associated with 
eating fish, and how to reduce human impact on the 
Estuary.

WATER QUALITY TESTING:  The future plan for Pier 42 
includes the possibility for human powered boating 
access, so the Ecology Center and the New York City 
Water Trail Association have been testing the water 
quality of the East River at Pier 42 for the presence 
of bacteria that could make paddlers sick.  A 
combined sewer outfall (CSO) at the northeast end 
of the pier, can result in untreated sewage overflow 
into the East River during periods of rain. Results of 
the testing can be found at: 
nycwatertrail.org/water_quality.html

FIELD TRIPS: The Ecology Center leads field trips for 
school and camp groups to educate community 
members to become stewards of the water that 
surrounds them.  During Pier 42’s open season, the 
Ecology Center brings these groups to the pier to 
show them what the artists and designers have 
created, and to request their input on future uses of 
the waterfront park.
For more information please visit: lesecologycenter.org

LMCC: PERFORMING ARTISTS AT PIER 42

LMCC empowers artists by providing them 
networks, resources, and support to create vibrant, 
sustainable communities in Lower Manhattan 
and beyond. LMCC’s Arts East River Waterfront 
initiative is a series of collaborations in the Lower 
East Side, connecting local residents, artists, and 
other art-lovers to create and enjoy art and design 
installations, performances, and participatory 
activities on Piers 42 and 35 on the East River 
Waterfront. In addition to the Paths To Pier 42 
partnership projects, LMCC is working with the 
following performing artists at Pier 42:

JENNIFER MONSON / ILAND: In July 2014, 
choreographer Jennifer Monson and LMCC will offer 
a series of themed, interdisciplinary workshops 
that will bring together a range of practitioners in 
the Lower East Side, ranging from arts to science 
to community organizing, to initiate collaborative 
thinking about the waterfront in relation to the 
diverse practices and cultural traditions alive in the 
area. The workshops will inform the development of 
three interdisciplinary residencies in 2015 that will 
generate public engagement and research to help 
shape the our relationship to the waterfront and 
influence future public programming on Pier 42 and 
the nearby Pier 35.

luciana achugar: In 2014, choreographer luciana  
achugar is developing a public space intervention 
called The Pleasure Project. The work questions the 
role that public space and communal gatherings 
have in our society, created from a practice of 
being in the pleasure of simply being in our bodies 
in order to ‘unsocialize’ ourselves and our normative 
social behavior to get closer to our essential, 
utopian-animal-natural state.  

FAYE DRISCOLL: In 2014-15, choreographer Faye 
Driscoll and her company are developing the second 
iteration in a series of works entitled Thank You 
For Coming, which heightens how we experience 
ourselves in relation to other bodies, other stories, 
and the spaces we all inhabit. Driscoll will focus 
on the ritual of storytelling, bringing it to the 
forefront of a physically-driven dance-play which 
investigates how we rely on stories to relate to one 
another and to form identities, as individuals and as 
citizens.
For more information please visit: LMCC.net

TWO BRIDGES: EDUCATIONAL AND PUBLIC 
PROGRAMMING ON PIER 42 

Two Bridges Neighborhood Council has been 
dedicated to serving the many neighborhoods of 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side since 1955. We create 
equitable housing, celebrate cultural diversity 
through neighborhood-based programs, and 
work together with local residents, businesses, 
entrepreneurs, and leaders to stimulate and 
maintain economic vitality. Our STEM-focused 
summer and after school programs use Pier 42 as a 
living laboratory to explore the urban ecology of our 
waterfront community.

CITIZEN SCIENCE ACTIVITIES: Science educators from 
Two Bridges & We Grok It host Citizen Science 
activities on the pier during public events. During 
a Bio Blitz in May 2014, residents and volunteer 
scientist worked together to count over 4439 
individual organisms representing 108 unique 
species in just 4 hours! This data and more is being 
added to the Climate & Urban Systems Partnership 

ACTIVATING THE 
PIER WITH ART & 
DESIGN PROJECTS
The Lower East Side Waterfront Alliance & Lower 
Manhattan Cultural Council invited five artists and 
designers to participate in a community driven, 
site-responsive project development process for the 
temporary activation of Pier 42 in 2014, its second 
year. Artists and designers will develop ideas for 
temporary projects that directly engage the site 
and community in which it is located, working with 
community based organizations and residents of 
the Lower East Side and Chinatown.

ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
An advisory committee including over 30 
representatives of local tenant associations, arts 
and community organizations, key government 
agencies and elected officials, as well as consulting 
architects, designers, and artists, is working with 
Paths to Pier 42 organizers, artists and designers to 
inform the planning and realization of projects.

Advisory committee as of July 2014:
Jay Berman, Bethany Bingham, Judy Capel, Tanya 
Castro, Charlotte Cohen, Emily Colasacco, Cathy 
Dang, Gaudhi De Sedas, Alison Fleminger, Emily 
Gallagher, Anne Goldrach, Aaron Gonzales, Tamara 
Greenfield, Jan Hanvik, Sheila Hart, Naomi Hersson-
Ringskog, Trever Holland, Natalie Jeremijenko, Val 
Jones, Jennifer Lantzas, Thomas Lax, Jennifer Wen 
Ma, Ken McIntosh, Charlotte Miles, Signe Nielsen, 
Nancy Ortiz, Ellen Renstrom, Liz Rivera, Luther 
Stubblefield, Radhika Subramaniam, Herb Tam, 
Jessica Thomas, Aixa Torres, Samuel Vasquez, Claire 
Weisz, Thomas Yu, and Chi Yung.

ARTISTS & 
DESIGNERS 

      COMBO COLAB: Carolina Cisneros + Mateo Pinto
     + STEREOTANK: Marcelo Ertorteguy + Sara Valente

DRUMREEF 42 re-envisions the topography of Pier 42 
and builds a participatory installation that creates 
awareness about current environmental concerns. 
Made from multiple re-used plastic barrels, the 
drum-formation is a structure that can be used to 

climb, rest, play, and explore new connections to the 
river and the park.

The installation is a sustainably constructed social 
sculpture that uses existing resources, low-cost 
materials, and pre-fabricated systems. It can be 
read as an inhabitable barrier that also acts as an 
island for play, incorporating interactive elements 
to engage visitors. DrumReef 42 is an empirical 
experiment on subjects that are relevant to the site, 
the neighborhood, and its condition in proximity to 
the water. 

In late July, the artists will hold workshops bringing 
to life the urban reef by planting and discovering 
the diverse features and uses of the playful 
topography. They will also offer hands-on activities 
to create add-ons for the installation, and work with 
community members to plan for the repurposing of 
materials used in the project at the season’s end.

      SONIA LOUISE DAVIS
THE PEOPLE’S POSTER PROJECT refines the notion of 
a time capsule. Instead of burying something in 
the ground to be excavated thousands of years 
in the future, the project aims to activate a more 
reflective space that highlights individual stories 
of Lower East Side residents within public dialogue 
about the future of Pier 42.

The project consists of workshops and 
conversations about what matters most to Lower 
East Side community members. Working with a 
range of community groups, from youth to elders, 
Davis will facilitate large format photographic 
portraits, inviting neighbors to pose with an 
object from their personal archive and recount 
its significance. Throughout the summer they 
will create and install posters in local community 
spaces and businesses around the neighborhood, 
and on Pier 42, culminating in a completed outdoor 
exhibition in September.

      TAKASHI HORISAKI (August 2014)

SOCIAL DRESS LES - MATERIAL MEMORIES focuses 
on the local history and potential futures of the 
Lower East Side community, seeking a self-driven 
representation of the neighborhood through the 
collaborative voices of its residents. This interactive 
project is based on a series of summer workshops, 
held both indoors and outside, engaging longer-
term residents of the housing complexes in the 
area. Horisaki will work with workshop participants 
to create thin fabric-like latex casts of the surfaces 
of objects that are personally significant to them, as 
well as neighborhood architecture.

While helping participants replicate personal 
effects from trophies to coins, records to chinaware, 
and even brick or stone architecture, Horisaki and 
his team encourage participants to tell the personal 
stories behind these objects and spaces. With their 
permission, residents’ stories are recorded and 
will be incorporated into a short-term installation 
on Pier 42, as well as a culminating performance 
presentation for the project, where personal 
histories and visions will be shared with both 
community members and the wider public.

      TATTFOO TAN (August 2014)

NEW EARTH APOCALYPSE KNOWLEDGE ADVANCEMENT 
(NEAKA) is a metal key frame catamaran that will 
be installed on Pier 42 and ceremonially christened 
with salt in August. The artist sees the vessel as 
a spiritual reminder of an uncertain future due 
to societal collapse (population, climate, water, 
agriculture and energy) and a call to action in 
preparation to face such challenges. NEAKA also 
serves as a vitrine for NEMRE (New Earth Meal 
Ready to Eat), a part of Tan’s ongoing social 
practice project, through which he inspires others 
to practice the ancient food preservation technique 
of dehydration, not only to help prepare for future 
disaster, but to provide nutritious meals in the 
present, knowing every ingredient and wasting 
none.

As part of the project, Tan will conduct a series 
of workshops related to personal disaster 
preparedness on Pier 42 and in the Lower East Side, 
including the New Earth Meal Ready to Eat (NEMRE), 
New Earth Personal Survival Kit (NEPSK), and New 
Earth Multi-function Exoskeleton Carrier (NEMEC).

The NEAKA unit was originally presented by Smack 
Mellon as part of FOODshed: Art and Agriculture in 
Action, June-July 2014.

      CHAT TRAVIESO WITH YEJU CHOI
ON A FENCE expands on Travieso’s 2013 Pier 42 
project, which transforms the fence surrounding 
Pier 42 into an interactive structure incorporating 
seating, play areas, and signage. The project seeks 
to invert the function and meaning of the fence 
from a physical barrier to a place where people 
can come together. This year, On a Fence will be 
expanded to occupy the entire length of the fence 
on the Northern side of the park, incorporating 
new programming that complements the previous 
installation.

On a Fence acts as a testing ground and incubator 
for more permanent solutions that can be 
incorporated into the final design of the Pier 42 
Park. Local residents participate in the planning 
and design process of On a Fence and assist in its 
construction on site. 

Project Lead/Designer:
Chat Travieso

Environmental Graphics and Design Consultation:
Yeju Choi

Construction:
Chat Travieso, Eduardo M. Llinás-Meseguer (2013), 
Tyrene Calvesbert, and volunteers

      NANNA DEBOIS BUHL (2013)

DO YOU REMEMBER THE BANANAS? is a painted 
herbarium that recalls Pier 42’s past as New York 
City’s main receiving port for tropical fruit until 1987.

      INTERBORO PARTNERS (2013)

REST STOP leverages the Million Trees NYC Initiative 
by creating custom planter/benches from recycled 
lumber that temporarily “hold” trees at Pier 42 to 

create shade and green. In 2013, Interboro Partners 
collaborated with The New York Restoration Project 
to borrow trees bound to replace those lost during 
Hurricane Sandy, which were replanted at nearby 
NYCHA properties in the fall.

SITE STRATEGY 
TEAM
To develop a cohesive site strategy, Hester Street 
Collaborative invited dlandstudio architecture + 
landscape architecture and Leroy Street Studio 
architecture (LSS) to serve as master site advisors. 
They have worked with community stakeholders 
and artist teams to create a site strategy for the 
Pier 42 interim park. The design strategy includes 
elements designed and built by dlandstudio and 
LSS in conjunction with artist-led community teams.  

      dlandstudio + TWO BRIDGES
In 2013 and 2014, dlandstudio’s installations include 
planters, bench seating and stage platforms to 
help transform Pier 42 into a temporary park. In 
2014 dlandstudio created site-specific installations 
to interpret environmental conditions on the pier, 
such as albedo effects and microclimates; and 
the different ways soft and hard surfaces manage 
stormwater in conjunction with Two Bridges’ STEM-
based afterschool and summer camp, which uses 
the pier as a living laboratory to explore our urban 
ecosystem.
 
      LEROY STREET STUDIO : ENTRY TUNNEL
As part of the 2014 site strategy, a new entry tunnel 
encourages pedestrians on the East River Park 
esplanade to discover what lies around the bend 
at pier 42, while adding a dynamic entry point to 
the park. Activated by the wind, the 40-foot tunnel 
is created by a dense array of vibrant blue tubing 
supported by repurposed utility poles. 

      LSS + HSC + M.S. 131: SHADE CANOPY
As part of the 2013 site strategy, LSS spearheaded 
the building of a shade structure on Pier 42 to serve 
as an anchor for on-site programming by providing 
sheltered space for classes and activities. Its form 
and materiality reference the past and present 
mythology of the NYC Waterfront: nautical flags, 
billboards and suspension bridges. In 2014, Hester 
Street Collaborative worked with 150 eighth graders 
from Middle School 131 to design a new mural for 
the canopy that is composed of more than 1,000 
individually painted flags that interpret river 
creatures and city life. 

Design by Hester Street Collaborative
Photograph on reverse from The People’s Poster 
Project, by Sonia Louise Davis

(CUSP) map, to create an interactive, crowd-
sourced snapshot of our urban environment in the 
face of climate change. See the map here: 
cuspmap.org/NYC/

ARM OF THE SEA THEATRE: For a second year, Two 
Bridges presents a free evening of magnificent 
puppet theatre featuring Arm of the Sea Theatre. 
This year’s presentation, The Rejuvenary River Circus, 
is an allegorical tale of a river and its watershed, 
featuring gorgeous masks and puppet characters, a 
biomorphic set design, and live original music. July 
24th from 6:30-8pm. 

PIER 42 KITE FESTIVAL: In 2013, Two Bridges launched 
the first annual Pier 42 Kite Festival. Over 200 
individuals and families came out to design, 
build, and fly kites on Pier 42. A true blend of art 
& science, awards were given for highest flying, 
fastest, and most unique homemade kites. A jury 
of residents and engineers helped judge the kite 
competition. The second annual kite festival takes 
place on Pier 42 on September 27th.
For more information please visit: twobridges.org

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS
Join us in May and June for workshops and 
activities with artists and designers to help imagine 
and realize what the site can become. 

In July, celebrate completed design projects with 
community members, partner organizations and 
artists, launching a summer schedule of free public 
events including arts and educational workshops 
and activities through september. Enjoy the park 
through the end of November with family and 
friends, for picnics, outdoor games, or simply 
relaxing by the river.

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

MAY 4 : PICNIC ON THE PIER! With Lower East Side 
History Month 12pm-4pm

MAY 17: COMMUNITY BUILD DAY 1

JUNE 7: COMMUNITY BUILD DAY 2

JUNE 25: COMMUNITY BUILD DAY 3

JULY 12: SUMMER LAUNCH! CELEBRATE 
CITY OF WATER DAY 11am-3pm

JULY 24: ARM OF THE SEA: THE REJUVENARY 
RIVER CIRCUS Presented by Two Bridges 
Neighborhood Council 6:30pm

SEPT 20: SUMMERFEST Presented by Good Old 
Lower East Side 1pm-6pm

SEPT 27: FALL CELEBRATION and Two Bridges Kite 
Festival 12pm-4pm

NOV 30: Park closes for the season

VISIT PATHSTOPIER42.COM FOR THE MOST 
UPDATED INFORMATION ON ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENTS AT PIER 42. 

20
14

20
13

FIND OUT MORE AT: 
WWW.PATHSTOPIER42.COM

A

B

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

C

NYC Parks



Brielle, 2 Bridges Kids! June 2014


	PTP42_Broadsheet
	PTP42_Broadsheet

